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Centre Update

Thursday evenings have now finished at the Swarthm ore far the summer and
we have moved to Heddon Place until September. We are being radical in
running a summer program of classes and events this year, which will help to
keep people in contact with the Centre and each other over the summer
rmonths. The program has been mailed out to Mitras and is also available
through the website. At present on Thursdays we are exploring some of the
different Buddhas and Bodhisatbvas, their symbolism and meaning for us.
There are some new ventures — additional pujas alongside the full moon pu-
jas, so that anyone who wants to express something a bit deeper or more
exuberant has a space to do so.YWWe have a puja for Sangharakshita's birh-
day on 26™ August. And we have the Urban Retreat coming up — again as a
way for people to stay connected with their practice over the summer. It may
be a bit challenging to keep all this going, but it's an exciting prospect to do-
ing sormething new and at breaking away from old 'term-tim e’ patterns .

The team involved in teaching met to plan the summer events and also to set
dates for the next wear's classes. Iamanartha and Tim are working on the
Beginners course and are producing & booklet to support the course. We arg
working on publicity for courses and Centre events next year, and the newly
forn ed Ratnasambhava Kula is feeding in to this so that we make our activi-
ties a5 accessible as possible. 1tis a very busy time, soif wou can spare time
to help distribute leaflets and postcards at the beginning of September that
would be great — please et us kKnow .

The Buddhafield Morth season is now in full swing - although they are inde-
pendent of Leeds Buddhist Centre we have strong connections with thern .
Two Dharmacharns, Dayaka and Shantikara from Leeds are centrally in-
volved with running their activities, also Buddhafield MNorth is our nearest Re-
treat Centre. There have been retreats this year for wornen on Marn aki - The
Wisdam of Equality, and for the men - The Alchemy of Emotion - on sewven
point mind training. The Deep Ecology retreat in Junge was based around Jo-
anna Macey's work, and was a significant retreat for Buddhafield North as it
was the first week long themed retreat for adults.  All have been well at-




tended with about twenty plus retreatants. Coming up on the calendar is the
Buddhafield MNorth Open Retreat at the end of August — see
wiw i buddbafieldnorth.org. uk for details.

Also new to our Sangha activities, we hawve launched the Leeds Buddhist
Centre onling forurm , through a new Yahoo group — and if we hawve your cur-
rent email address you will have had an invitation to join. We hope this will be
a space for people to express themselves and share ideas across the
sangha, and also a way for outlying people to feel involved and contribute.
About 10 people have joined up so far, and contributions are starting to be
posted. Please use the group and write in to it — it will only work it enough of
us take part. For help or more details, contact U ddyotani through
enguiriesicleeds buddhistc entre .org.

The Rantansambhava Kula (aka the eguality and diversity group) has
launched with its first meeting. So far it's Sarah Taylor, Dorothy, Uddyotani
and Lucy taking part, identifying different issues around equality/diversity,
with these feeding into the current task of producing next wear's publicity in
an accessible and inviting form. We'e also had interest from outside the
sangha — Jayarawva, who runs to FYWBO ‘weblog' wants to reprint Dorothy's
itermn on the Ratnasambhava kula 'as a model for other FWEB O centres'. The
weblog provides news for the whole PWBO community — wou can find it at
btk AMwli o blogspot.corm .

YWe have had news that our planning application for Heddon Place has been
rejected so we are looking at what we can still do to im prove the value of the
house as it goes on the market. We have had a couple more work days,
rmostly on the garden and clearing a new sitting area at the back of the shrine
roarn. Thank you to those of you who have donated plants and helped with
the work. We still need to keep it in order, for our own benefit through the
surnmersautumn, and a5 we move tow ards a sale.

In September we will be doing some factfinding wisits to Newcastle and
Blackburn Buddhist Centres, to gather information about overheads and
other expenses around setting up and running a similar sized Centre to our
own. WYE are also hoping get a feel for what activities they provide, and how
many people are involved in running and supporing these. In the meantime
we are working on the business plan and the policies we need to make the
move to permanent Centre premises.

Lastly but by no means least Fiona has stepped back from some of her re-
sponsibilities in the area of finance. She has been the charity's Treasurer for
the past few years. She needed to pass on the book-kKeeping side of the
charity and Penny has agreed to take this on for the future. At the moment
Fiona still wishes to continue as Treasurer but in & planning and budgeting









